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Broad face of red 
earth of western Victoria yields the 
state’s major crop—-wheat. The fedcral 
government purchases the harvest and 
markets it. Because of low prices and 
recent surpluses, farmers planted less 
wheat last year. 
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New neighbor on the old range: The coal-burning 


pascureland near Morwell, previously owne 
for his Aberdeen Angus herd Facing displacement, the nea 


RQ years aa as a model mining community, 
sits on coal deposits needed to fulfill a demand 
far electricity: that doubles every nine years. 


Approved For Release 2000/08/07 : CIA-RDP96-00788R001400660001-5 


Approved For Release 2000/08/07 : CIA-RDP96-00788R001400660001-5 


CPYRGHT 


IKE A PLAGUE of Biblical times, hordes of rodents ravage wheat stored in the open near 

Ouyen. The common house mouse has taken to the bush and multiplies rapidly in periods 

of high rainfall and large grain surpluses, as in 1917, 1932, and 1947, Last year the mice of 

Victoria, New South Wales, and South Australia again reached plague proportions. Once nor- 
mal times returned, cannibalism, disease, and natural enemies again reduced their numbers. 239 
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